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It was a legend among monks in the middle ages ;
and it lies at the root of all English, French, and
American systems for reforming and regenerating
society. But the principle that manual labour is
good in itself, and for its own sake, a blessing from
heaven, a solace to the heart, a privilege, an en-
dowment to the spirit, a service, an act of obe-
dience, has never been taken as her fundamental
social truth by any church. Hand-work may have
been called useful ; it has nowhere been treated
by the law as noble. In our old world, the names
of prince and gentleman are given to those who
write and think, not to those who plough and
trench, who throw in the seed and gather up the
sheaves. By noble labour, we mean' the work of
judges, statesmen, orators, priests ; no one in
Europe would think of saying that to plant a
tree, to dig a drain, to build a house, to mow a
field, would be noble toil. The Hiadoo puts his
labourers into the two lowest castes ; if they are
husbandmen into the third caste, if artisans into
the fourth ; their estate being in either case far
less honourable than that of a warrior, that of
a priest. A sudra's soul and body counts for less
than one hair from a Brahman's head; for among
the Hindoos, work is regarded as a curse, never